Diclofenac sodium (Voltarol) and indomethacin: a multicentre comparative study in rheumatoid arthritis and osteoarthritis.
A five-centre double-blind crossover trial of two two-week periods using diclofenac and indomethacin showed that both drug groups (51 patients) with rheumatoid arthritis responded similarly in relation to pain scores and morning stiffness. It was noted that the response was better in inpatients than in outpatients, despite differences in disease severity. In the osteoarthritis trial (58 patients) it was shown that neither drug significantly reduced resting pain, although both drugs were significantly better in reducing pain on movement; however, patient preference was for diclofenac. Three patients treated with indomethacin withdrew owing to side-effects, compared with one on diclofenac. A slight but significant decrease in haemoglobin levels was observed in both treatment groups with osteoarthritis, but this did not appear to be symptom-related.